Abstract
1 The article is produced in the frames of the research project "Intercultural sensitivity of students in Georgia" which is funded by The Academic Swiss Caucasus Net (ASCN).
to overcome ethnosentrism and develop intercultural sensitivity in order to reach competent intercultural communication.
Intercultural sensitivity is described as a person's openness and readiness to accept and ISSN 1987-9601 (print) International Journal of Multilingual Education www.multilingualeducation.org appreciate intercultural differences. This subject is especially interesting for such a multinational and multicultural country as Georgia.
The 
Research instrument
The guidelines for focus-groups included 
Research results
Intercultural competencies (Ethnosentrism and ethnorelativism) of Georgian,
Armenian and Azerbaijanian student are described based on the rich data gathered during the focus-groups.
Research results are described below according to the research themes.
Self-assessment
Self-assessment of Georgian students is highly critical. Georgians mostly emphasize their laziness, irresponsibility and inability to make decisions on their own. ("they always wait for others to help/they always have others' hope"; …."They try to avoid responsibility").
However, Georgian students' self-assessment is still more positive than negative, since they perceive these negative characteristics as somehow transitional phenomenon. Together with self-criticism self-satisfactions is also very high ("…we are proud", "we are stubborn and consistent").
Armenian students do not express high self-criticism. Even though they indicate, that similarly to all the ethnic groups, they also have negative sides, it is not reflected in their selfassessment, as they consider themselves to be special. ("I would say we are very clever. It is known in the world that we and Jewish people are very clever"). They also perceive that there is a hostile environment around them ("we cannot forget our history and past and therefore, we cannot give up on what belongs to us").
The self-esteem of Azerbaijanian students is neither ambitious nor self-critical. They are satisfied with being believers and open-hearted ("we are open-hearted, generous and patriot people," "…we are naive, we are believers" "we are Muslims and therefore we have some specific traits"). Azerbaijanian students mostly see some negative sides in their old fashioned traditions, however, this does not seem to influence their self-esteem, as the most important trait for them is to be "kind Muslims".
Assessment of others
Georgian students were quite brief when assessing Azerbaijanian students, as if they were avoiding to make any kind of judgement.
However, based on some phrases from the discussions, Georgian students' assessment of Azerbaijanians is not very positive ("They give material things such as money or a house too much importance" "I think that Georgians perceive Azerbaijanians to be born for more physical work rather than intellectual".)
However, despite such assessments and the religious difference, Georgians still consider Azerbaijanians to be "open" ethnic group.
Georgian students assess Armenians as "closed" ethnic group. Georgian students' assessment of Armenians are somehow can call you Armenian in a negative way", "Sometimes they say such stupid things about our history that it is clear that those people are uneducated"). Armenian students call some part of Georgians "villagers" and consider themselves superior to them ("we simply do not communicating with such people to avoid any conflicts…we will never try to explain anything to such Georgians, because they do not worth it).
Armenian students divide Azerbaijanians into two parts: the "Georgian" Azerbaijanians and the rest of Azerbaijanians ("We have many
Azerbaijanian friends who live in Georgia, but indeed we do not communicate with Azerbaijanians living in Baku …they are different", "they are very different from the rest of Azerbaijanians"). The fear and distance is dominant ("…there are two girls and they view us as enemies, they may even try to kill us," "I do not have any communication with them and I hope I will never have,"…. "My uncle has died in the war with Azerbaijanians for NagornoKarabakh, that is why I cannot stand them", "…If you go to Azerbaijan, they might kill you", "I have a fear, I cannot trust them.").
Armenian students assess Azerbaijanians based on their historical perspective that they are envious, ruthless and dangerous.
Azerbaijanian students admit the status of Georgians unconditionally and express respect towards them. They even consider themselves to be socially Georgians ("We are socially Georgians…. Our homelands are both: Georgia and Azerbaijan."). Azerbaijanian students are proud to communicate with Georgians, but they feel they are not well respected by Georgians ("If Georgians knew more about our religion, I
think they would respect us more").
Azerbaijanians do not want to talk about
Armenians at all. Any thought that they express, is somehow forceful. Azerbaijanian students do not share Armenians' opinions about them being special and characterise them as deceivers ("They think that the whole world is theirs", "They tend to lie a lot"). However, we think that this is more a statement of a position rather than a reality.
Traits that the research participants ascribe to themselves and to the other groups
Armenians characterise themselves as patriots, hospitable and thrifty. They considered themselves as a very gifted nation similarly to Jewish people. They also emphasize the role of a woman in Armenian family ("A family is strong because of a woman, if a woman is strong, a family is strong as well").
Georgians characterize Armenians more positively than Azerbaijanians students do.
Georgian students think that Armenians are "devoted", "patriots" and "open". However, they also mention that Armenians are "arrogant" and "selfish". As for Azerbaijanian students, they perceive Armenians to be "deceivers" and "traitors." Georgian and
Azerbaijanian students agree that Armenians are hardworking and they consider themselves to be superior to other nations ("They think the world is theirs", "They think they are the cleverest").
Georgian students consider themselves to be hospitable, emotional and lazy. They also mention that Georgians try to avoid responsibility, they depend on others' opinions and it is often difficult for them to make decisions without their parents. There were two different opinions about the tolerance of
Georgians. Part of the participants think that
Georgians can respect other groups' traditions and religions. The other part of the students think that it is very difficult for Georgians to accept and respect the opinions of other people (They also characterised themselves as "prejudiced", "conservative" and "stubborn").
As for the Armenian and Azerbaijanian students, they have a similar opinion that
Georgians are hospitable and friendly.
Armenians noted that Georgians are lazy.
Azerbaijanian students also share this opinion.
They consider Georgian men to be lazier compared to Georgian women. Georgians were also characterised as "emotional" and Georgians and Armenians agree that being "an Armenian" is a negative thing for Georgians.
Georgian participants admit that they only trust
Armenians (for instance a co-workers) if they know them well, otherwise, they are cautious.
Armenians and Azerbaijanians
Armenians noted that "The Georgian 
Georgians and Azerbaijanians
Azerbaijanian students note that
Georgians often call them "Tatars" which is offensive and unrespectful. Similarly to Georgian focus-groups, there was some disagreement in Azerbaijanian focus groups about whether Georgians respect Azerbaijanian cultures and traditions or not. Some participants mentioned that Georgians respect their traditions and costumes (for example, when they are together, Georgians do not bring wine/pork to the table). However, some participants also reminded that on some occasions, Georgians do not consider these rules.
Georgian students mentioned, that they have more positive attitudes towards Azerbaijanians compared to other ethnic groups as they deserve more trust than Armenians.
Despite this, Georgians think that they are not integrated to any ethnic minorities.
As a result, the tendency was revealed that
Armenians and Azerbaijanians trust and support Georgians more than each other.
As for the marriage between the members of the different ethnic groups, the research participants expressed the following opinions:
Armenians think that they should not marry the representative of other nation, however, they find it more acceptable to marry Georgians, rather than Azerbaijanians ("...If you ask girls, whether they marry the representative of other nation, they will say no, but they will marry Georgian, rather than other nation, because of religion, also we have more similarities with Georgians. As for the marriage with someone from other nations, 90% will say -no").
Georgians think that that Armenians marry someone from Georgians more oftenthan someone from Azerbaijan. Georgian boys consider it to be acceptable to marry someone both from Armenia and Azerbaijan. Georgian girls would prefer to marry Armenians rather than Azerbaijanians. Armenian students aim at security and selfestablishment.
As a result of the presented analyses, the following conclusions can be made:
Georgian students are not interested in  They perceive their own costumes as right, however they tend to avoid perceiving them as universal.
 They know that it is natural to collaborate with the members of one's own ethnic group and to provide help to them. Their hostility towards Armenians is obvious, even if it is not strongly emphasized.
Georgian students
 Even though they are proud of their own cultural elements, they do not consider cultural elements of other groups as unnatural or wrong.
 They consider their own costumes and traditions as unique, but not as universal.
 Georgian students do not reveal hostility 
